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Atlanta Takedown Association (ATA)  Disclaimer: 
This report is posted on the ATA web site as a courtesy to the authors and to the Georgia 
high school wrestling community.  The ATA had no part in its authorship and any 
opinions stated in the report do not necessarily reflect those of the ATA.    
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By Christopher M. Bruton 
 

Email: cbruton@bartow.k12.ga.us 
 
 
 

 Thank you for taking the time to read the 2008 AAA State Traditional Edition of 
the Roddy Report.  I assure you that a lot of effort went into the writing of this report and 
as much as we’ve tried, we really attempted to represent the great wrestlers of AAA well.  
Please do not make the mistake of comparing this report to Bob Berg’s AAAAA Report; 
I promise that you will be left wanting.  I don’t not try to display myself as a AAA 
“know-it-all.”  Nor do I create the report with the intentions of being malicious or 
targeting anyone.  The sole purpose of this report is to shine the spotlight on the great 
young men that will represent AAA in Gwinnett this February. 
 
 I purposely did not rank wrestlers numerically.  I have never tried to hide the fact 
that I am an assistant coach of a team in AAA, and I have always felt that ranking my 
own wrestlers numerically would always be a conflict of interest.  For this reason, I’ve 
avoided numerical rankings altogether.  The “projected finalists” are listed by the “best 
case scenario” in each bracket.  It is the opinion of the report that the young men listed as 
“projected finalists” would likely meet in the finals if the brackets were seeded like other 
tournaments.  I understand that everything can change when the brackets are drawn on 
Sunday; the “projected finalists” column is my way of calling the young men listed the 
best two wrestlers in that weight class.  The wrestler listed on top is not my pick to win it 
all.  The wrestlers are ordered by the previous year’s criteria. 
 
 The “projected placers” column works exactly like the “projected finalists” 
column.  These young men are chosen under “a best case scenario” condition.  The 
projected placers are the report’s selection for who will place third through sixth in each 
weight class.  The wrestlers are listed in order by their previous season’s 
accomplishments and not in order of where I believe they will place. 
 
Example from the 119-Pound Weight Class: 
 
Projected Placers: Moore, Apalachee (103 – 2nd) 
   Mosley, Gilmer (112 – 4th) 
   Wendell, South Effingham (103 – 5th) 

Espinosa, Hardaway (119 – SQ) 
 
I am not saying that Moore will place third, Mosley fourth, Wendell fifth, and Espinosa 
sixth.  I simply listed them in that order because Moore placed second last year, Mosley 
placed fourth, Wendell placed fifth, and Espinosa did not place at all.  Naturally, a 
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returning state qualifier trumps a nonqualifier, and those returning at the same weight as 
last season will trump someone with the same criteria.  Note:  just because a projected 
placer may have better criteria than a projected finalist does not give him the right to 
jump into the finalist column.  Those who are projected finalist are put there due to 
opinion and not criteria. 
 
 The “Dark Horses” column is a list of the wrestlers that I believe have an outside 
chance of placing.  I put wrestlers there for a number of reasons.  Number one, I believe 
that their draw into the bracket will allow them to jump a projected placer.  Second, I 
may think that they are right on par with the projected placers but criteria may have 
bumped them out.  Finally, I may just not know them well enough and they may be 
capable of making the finals for all I know. 
 
Apology:  I want to take a second to sincerely apologize in advance to all of the 
deserving young men who were not included in this report.  I hope to see many of you 
prove me wrong in the next couple of weeks. 
 
 After looking at the “rankings,” I followed up with an explanation of why I chose 
to put the wrestlers where I did, list some of their achievements, and add my two cents on 
what I feel could possibly be something to watch for. 
 
 I understand that many of you will come out against the “rankings” with all sorts 
of reasons to back up your claim.  Why would I put Screen as a projected finalist when 
Bellflowers (a projected placer) beat him the last time they wrestled?  To borrow Bob 
Berg’s reasoning (because he is better than this than I am), there could be a number of 
reasons: 
 
1.  We may not have that particular result in our database.  I am not omnipresent.  I 
cannot be in every gym at once, and if the result was not posted on the vent, or recorded 
by one of our sources, then we are oblivious to the fact that the match ever happened. 
 
2.  We may have known the result, but discounted it.  Sometimes, there are reasons why a 
match ended the way it did.  One example would be Stevie Timm and Moates from Ola’s 
match at Stockbridge.  There were reasons why Moates pinned Stevie, and since that 
match, I believe Timm has shown to be the better wrestler. 
 
3.  The Transitive Property doesn’t always work.  Just because Wrestler A beats Wrestler 
B, and Wrestler B beats Wrestler C, it does not mean the Wrestler A will defeat Wrestler 
C. 
 
4.  Finally, we may have just got it wrong, and for that we are sorry. 
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A Special Thanks To: 
 All of the people who helped me gather information from the four corners of 
Georgia.  Knarkill, seaweed, GuatPride, and others, know that this could not be done 
without your help.   
 
 Now, for all of you that have been riding me on the vent, here is the 2008 AAA 
Roddy Report.  Enjoy.
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The 103-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Wright, Benedictine (103 – SQ) vs. 
   Martin, Cass 
 
Projected Placers: Forrester, Lumpkin County (103 – 6th) 

Becker, Gilmer (103 –SQ) 
   Brady, White County (103 – SQ) 

Sadler, Henry County (103 – SQ) 
 
The Dark Horses: Butler, Carrollton (103 – SQ) 

Kudela, West Forsyth 
Cannon, Flowery Branch 

   Barrera, Sandy Creek 
 
 
 
The Explanation: 
 

All season long, Wesley Forrester has been considered the favorite in this young 
yet very competitive weight class.  Forrester solidified his spot at the top of the list of 
competitors when he placed first at the Amicolola Invitational in December.  However, 
even if Forrester is the only returning placer from 2007 in this weight class, he has a 
tough trip through the bracket before he finds himself in the finals.    The good news is 
that five of the ten competitors come from Area 7; for this reason, Forrester, Becker, 
Brady, Kudela, or Cannon (one of these young men will not qualify for the tournament) 
are guaranteed to see each other no sooner than the quarterfinals.  Forrester went all 
season without worrying about his 7AAA competition finishing ahead of Becker (3rd) and 
Kudela (2nd) at the Amicolola.  All of that changed when Brady of White County dropped 
to 103 at Area Duals and beat Forrester in a very close match.  Brady had a little success 
at 112 when he placed 6th at Amicolola, and was the favorite at 103 in Area 7 following 
State Duals.  The next week, Forrester battled Brady again and was able to come out on 
top.  Needless to say, Forrester is a slight favorite at Area Traditional; however Brady 
and the highly decorated Becker (5th Dirty South, 1st Panther Invitational) will be stiff 
competition.   
 In the all out war that is Area 7, the projected finalists are found in little less 
competitive regions.   Wright of Benedictine was catapulted to the top of the list with a 
victory over Effingham’s Barnhill at the Effingham Duals.  Trailing 9-3 with 30 seconds 
left, Wright “chin-whipped” Barnhill to his back twice to pick up ten points and a 13-10 
victory.  This is the same Barnhill that teched Mason Martin in the finals of the 
Stockbridge Tiger Classic.  Barnhill is one of the favorites to win AAAA; this fact only 
makes Wright’s victory more impressive.  Wright also won the Groves Tournament, 
placed second at the Mustang Invitational, and placed 5th at 112 at the Rebel Invitational. 
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 Mason Martin has broken the title of “You know…Justin’s little brother” by 
making a name for himself with some impressive wins and tournament finishes this year.  
Martin was third at the Dirty South, losing to the champion Jason Anderson of Hiram 9-7 
in the semifinals, second at the Stockbridge Tiger Classic, first at the Brett Warren, and 
third at the Grizzy Invitational at Wadsworth, Ohio.  On his way to finishing third at 
Wadsworth, he pinned Patrick Anthony of Pope in the consolation semifinals.  Mason is 
surely battle tested.  While Martin has not wrestled most of the studs from Area 7, he has 
two victories over Becker and has not had another close match with anyone in AAA.  For 
these reasons, Martin is a projected finalist at this weight. 
 Butler, who placed fourth at the Fayette County Christmas Tournament, saw his 
stock rise considerably after finishing second at the Burnt Mountain Classic.  In the 
finals, Butler lost 8-5 to the previously mention Forrester.  Butler will give Martin a 
tough match in the finals of the Area 6 Tournament and should place in Gwinnett.   
 “On the bubble” of medaling is Sadler of Henry County.   Coach Hustell 
describes him as “fast and strong” making him a hazard for anyone who meets up with 
him at State.  Another name to throw in is Barrera who placed sixth at the very tough 
South Metro Tournament.  With a good draw and some tough wrestling, Barrera could 
find himself on the podium Saturday night. 
 Some other names to consider would be Collazos of Columbus, a city champion 
and third place finisher at the Hardaway Invitational, Seymore of Elbert, a returning state 
qualifier and champion at the Raider Invitational, and Ellis of West Laurens, a fourth 
place finisher at the Raider Invitational.    
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The 112-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists:   Sheppard, Apalachee (112 - SQ) vs. 

Turpin, Henry County 
 
Projected Placers: Durrett, Westminster (103 – SQ) 
   Gudger, Gilmer (103 – SQ) 

Hall, Jordan (112 – SQ) 
Berrong, Cass  

    
The Dark Horses: McCoy, Hardaway (103 – SQ) 
   Upchurch, Ola (103 – SQ) 
   Bell, Flowery Branch 
   Snipes, Lumpkin 
    
 
 
The Explanation: 
 

Austin Sheppard is the clear favorite at the 112-pound weight class in 2008.  All 
the kid has done is win.  He was first at Hardaway with a victory over Hall of Jordan in 
the finals, and first at the Panther.  Austin is a unique combination of speed and 
aggressiveness and he will be tough to beat in Gwinnett; however, Sheppard’s projected 
finals opponent has impressive credentials of his own.  Jordan Turpin burst on the scene 
with very impressive wins on his way to winning the incredibly tough South Metro 
Tournament.  Throw in the fact that he also placed second at the Stockbridge Tiger 
Classic and you have a wrestler worthy of “projected finalist” stature.  Sheppard drills 
with Apalachee’s 119 pounder Zak Moore and Jordan practices with Henry County’s 119 
pounder Evan Warrington (Moore and Warrington were 2007’s 103 pound state 
finalists); so for these young men, every day at practice is like a finals match against the 
toughest competition Georgia has to offer.  Both of these guys will be conditioned and 
ready to plow their way through the 112-pound bracket. 
 In December, it appeared that the gap between Sheppard/Turpin and the rest of 
the 112-pound contenders was quite wide.  Since then, wrestlers like Hall, Gudger, 
Durrett, Berrong, and Upchurch have wrestled well enough to close that gap.  Ethan 
Gudger, a senior, is a returning 125-pound state qualifier from 2007.  Ethan has placed 
third at the Hardaway, second at the Amicolola, and fourth at the Panther.  He has 
victories over Berrong and Durrett and should be primed for a nice showing at State.  
Hall of Jordan placed second at the Hardaway Invitational after losing to Sheppard in the 
finals.  His second place finish was higher than Gudger and McCoy even though the 
talent level among these three wrestlers is still very close.  Hall is a tremendous wrestler.  
Unfortunately there is a lack of data on his achievements. 
 Preston Berrong’s season has had its ups and downs.  As a freshmen, in his first 
high school match, he faced Sheppard and lost by three points; later in the day he 
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wrestled Sheppard again and lost by minor decision.  The spirits in the Cass camp 
remained high even after Turpin pinned Berrong at the Tiger Classic and continued when 
Preston went on to defeat Gudger at the Outback Duals.  Berrong had somewhat of a 
meltdown at State Duals and lost to Gudger in a pivotal match in the semifinals.  Since 
then, Berrong is trying to get back to midseason form.  Still look for this young man to 
medal.  
 Upchurch from Ola is a sleeper at this weight class.  He finished fourth at the 
South Metro and has been on a tear this season.  Upchurch could easily defeat Gudger, 
Berrong, Hall, or Durrett and the outcome wouldn’t be considered an upset.  This is 
another situation where there are seven or eight quality wrestlers and only six medals.  
Upchurch could even find himself in the semifinals with a good draw.  If Upchurch is a 
number two seed coming out of Area 4 behind Turpin, he could avoid Turpin until the 
finals, if Sheppard is on the other side of the bracket as well, Upchurch could go from an 
“on the bubble” to a possible semifinalist, or with some tough wrestling, a finalist.  The 
placement in the bracket can be the deciding factor in the outcome. 
 Other kids to watch are McCoy, fourth at Hardaway; Bell of Flowery Branch; and 
Snipes of Lumpkin County, fifth at Amicolola.  While these young men may not place in 
this particular bracket, the points they score throughout the tournament will be beneficial 
for their teams’ over all goal. 
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The 119-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Warrington, Henry County (103 – 1st) vs. 

Summerlin, Benedictine (112 – 2nd) 
    
Projected Placers: Moore, Apalachee (103 – 2nd) 
   Mosley, Gilmer (112 – 4th) 
   Wendell, South Effingham (103 – 5th) 

Espinosa, Hardaway (119 – SQ) 
       
The Dark Horses: Rowland, Pickens (112 – SQ) 

Bahry, Northside (112 –SQ) 
Coleman, Cass 
Watson, West Laurens 
 

 
 
The Explanation: 
 

With all due respect to this year’s competitors, and I’m saying with all due 
respect, I can’t help but think about how much fun this weight class would be with Blaine 
Harvey in the mix.  Could Summerlin version 2008 close the gap from his 22-15 defeat in 
the 112-pound finals last year and beat Harvey this year?  Could Warrington be enough 
to slow the speedster Blaine down?  Blaine, you will be missed. 
 During the AAA semifinals of the State Duals, spectators were blessed to see the 
projected 119-pound State finals match between Evan Warrington and Shane Summerlin.  
Much to many people’s surprise, excluding Benedictine coaches, wrestlers, and fans, 
Summerlin came out on top of that match with a 13-5 victory.  Warrington has his sight 
set on revenge and conquering Summerlin when it matters most.  It would be a shame to 
see this rematch wasted in the semifinals.  Maybe the wrestling gods will shine on AAA 
and allow these boys to take their match to the big stage.  This will be the marquee match 
of the State Tournament.   
 Evan “Little Evil” Warrington is the 2007 103-Pound State Champion.  He 
defeated Zak Moore of Apalachee in the finals last year.  Warrington’ résumé is pretty 
prolific:  first at South Metro, second at the Tiger Classic, and second at the Panther.  
Evan’s only losses are to retuning South Carolina state champ Prayther of North Myrtle 
Beach, returning AAAA state champion Warner of Southwest Dekalb, and state finalist 
Summerlin.  After considering that he has victories over former two-time state champion 
Justin Martin of Cass and the 2007 AAAA state champion Joel Stafford of Eastside and 
you’ll see that “Little Evil” is a legitimate threat to repeat as a state champion. 
  Summerlin has been the “bridesmaid” the past two years.  In 2006, Summerlin 
lost in the finals to arguably one of the best 103’s of recent memory, Kyle Frank.  The 
next year, Shane battles through one of the toughest brackets in AAA and gets to wrestle 
one of the best wrestlers regardless of weight in Blaine Harvey.  After firstplace finishes 
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at the Rebel Invitational, the Mustang Invitational, the Valdosta Tournament, and his 
performance in Macon, Shane is the favorite this season.  One more win over Warrington 
and Summerlin is in the wrestling Promised Land. 
 Moore of Apalachee will be a finalist if Summerlin and Warrington meet in the 
semifinals.  While Zak is not far behind the Evan or Shane, he may not be ready to win 
that state title yet.  Of course, Moore only lost 5-2 to Warrington in the finals last year 
and both have worked equally hard over the summer.  Maybe Zak can flip that score this 
time around and really mix things up in this weight class.  Moore won the Hardaway and 
the Panther; do not and I repeat, do not count this young man out.  He just might prove us 
wrong and win it all on February 23rd.  
 Mosley of Gilmer has become a household name in AAA.  A great kid with great 
work ethic and character, Mosley was able to pull off a fourth place finish at state last 
year in that ridiculously tough 112 bracket.  Mosley has wrestled some of the season at 
125 and finshed second at the Hardaway at that weight.  His credentials at 119 this season 
include a third place finish at the Amicolola.  Luke is a sure bet for placing, however it is 
a tall task ahead if Luke wants his shot in the finals. 
 Another returning placer is Wendell of South Effingham who finished 5th at 103.  
Wendell suffered a loss by technical fall to Summerlin in the finals of the Mustang 
Invitational and had fourth place finishes at Hardaway and the Hilton Head Tournament.  
Wendell has a good shot at returning to the podium this year. 
 A name that no one is mentioning on the internet forums that could mess things 
up for a lot of wrestlers is Carlos Espinosa.  At State Duals, the score was 0-0 in the 
second period before Evan Warrington caught Espinosa on his back and pinned him.  
There is no doubt that Carlos is the strongest young man in this bracket; his improved 
technique will make him hard to beat.  He was close to placing last year; his chances have 
increased exponentially this season. 
  Rowland of Pickens has a great shot to medal this season; it really all depends on 
the bracketing.  Some other names that could spoil the party are:  Watson of West 
Laurens, the Raider Invitational Champion; Lott of West Forsyth, fifth at Amicolola; and 
Coleman of Cass, sixth at the Dirty South. 
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The 125-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Parker, Blessed Trinity (119 – 2nd) vs. 
   Denova, Columbus (112 – 3rd) 
 
Projected Placers: Martin, Cass (119 – 3rd) 

Becker, Gilmer (119 – SQ) 
   Jameson, South Effingham (119 – SQ) 

Comeaux, Chestatee (112 – SQ) 
    
The Dark Horses: Tavarez, Cross Creek (125 – SQ) 

Baus, Ola (112 – SQ) 
Burchette, West Forsyth 
Rozier, West Laurens 
Slaughter, Henry County 

    
 
 
The Explanation: 
 
 You know a weight class is tough when a two-time state champion is not even 
part of the finals discussion.  This should not be an insult to Justin Martin; instead the 
comment should be taken positively by Parker and Denova.  There are five wrestlers 
capable of making it to the finals, but Parker and Denova’s performance this season 
makes them the favorites at this time. 
 Michael Parker put himself on the map last season when he ended Justin Martin’s 
hopes of a third consecutive state title.  Parker worked Martin on his feet and was able to 
pull off a minor decision in an upset over the more decorated Martin.  Even though 
Michael’s finals match did not end the way he wanted, the experience of being in the 
finals could pay dividends at the state tournament.  Parker has solidified his spot at the 
top of 125-pound list with a recent first place finish at the Titan Classic. 
 Normally, Columbus wrestlers are highly talked about in the wrestling 
community.  For that reason, it is amazing that you have not heard Joey Denova’s name 
more often.  Joey finished third in the extremely difficult 112-pound weight class last 
season.  He has put in a lot of work over the summer and those close to the Columbus 
program are singing his praises.  Denova was the Columbus City champion this year and 
also the winner of the Hardaway.  His unique style of wrestling should have him in the 
finals in February. 
 Justin Martin’s senior season has been a good one.  He was first at the Brett 
Warren, third at Stockbridge, second at the Dirty South, third at the Wadsworth, Ohio, 
and second at the Crossbone.  Martin, who could possibly be the world’s biggest 
Superman fan, has something in common with the superhero.  Whereas Superman’s 
weakness is kryptonite, Martin’s weakness seems to be Dale Becker of Gilmer.  Justin 
was on a roll his sophomore season before a little “hiccup” in the finals of the Premier 
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Classic when he lost for the first time to Becker.  The next season, while dominating 
everyone else, Becker was able to defeat him again at State Duals.  While they haven’t 
wrestled this season, Becker still seems to have Justin’s number.  It is not like Becker is a 
bad wrestler that can beat a great one however.  Becker has an impressive résumé of his 
own.  He was fourth at the Panther, first at Amicolola, and second at the North Metro.  
Dale was only a match away from placing at state last season; this year he is almost a 
definite medalist.   
 Comeaux of Chestatee is not a household name in the wrestling community.  
However after he pinned Dale Becker in the consolation finals of the Panther, it is 
impossible to ignore this young man for any longer.  Comeaux was a state qualifier at 
112 last season and because he has the experience of wrestling in the Gwinnett Arena, he 
has an advantage over the newcomers at the state tournament. 
 The biggest threats to break into the medal rounds are two returning state 
qualifiers.  Tavarez of Cross Creek made it to the finals of the Mustang Invitational and is 
a returning qualifier from 125 last season.  Making a big jump from the 112-pound 
weight class, Baus from Ola should be considered a serious threat after placing fifth at the 
South Metro.  Both of these young have a great chance of placing.  The final three 
wrestlers listed will score a lot of points for their respective teams; their opportunity of 
placing really depends on where they are seeded in the bracket. 
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The 130-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Cadle, Cass (130 -1st)  vs. 
   Yates, West Hall, (125 -3rd) 
    
Projected Placers: Smith, Lagrange (145, 4th) 
   Albrecht, White (125 –SQ) 

Bennett, Carrollton (125 – SQ) 
Bollinger, Gilmer 

 
The Dark Horses: Carlton, Elbert 

Jennings, Troup 
Powers, Cross Creek 
West, Sandy Creek 
  

 
 
The Explanation: 
 
 Every year, during the regular season, wrestlers and fans start to question whether 
Damon Cadle is as good as advertised.  You can hear comments like, “You know, Cadle 
just doesn’t look impressive,” or “Damon doesn’t seem to have it this year.”  But every 
year, Cadle seems to wrestle out of his mind while in the Gwinnett Arena.  Throughout 
the 2006-2007 season, Nikita Zhukov was thought to be the hands down favorite at 130 
pounds.  It wasn’t until Cadle defeated Zhukov in the finals last February that the state 
started believing.  In my opinion, there isn’t a wrestler of the quality of Zhukov in the 
130 bracket this season although Yates poses a serious threat.  If all goes well for Damon 
in a couple of weeks, he should succeed in his pursuit of state championship number 
three. 
 Colby Yates has been one of the best wrestlers in his weight class for the last 
couple of years.  He was third at 119 in 2006 and third at 125 in 2007.  If he can dodge  
Cadle until the finals, he just might be able to pull off the upset on the big stage.  Yates 
has defeated every opponent that he would face at the 135-pound weight class; so the fact 
that he will take his chances with Cadle and Smith poses some questions.  Yates won the 
Hardaway where he placed ahead of the 135-pound projected finalists Mooney and 
Screen.  Maybe all of his experience at the higher weight class will pay dividends at 130 
at the state tournament. 
 Smith from Lagrange is undefeated this season.  The former 145-pound placer has 
dropped all the way to 130 and should really make some noise at state.  Smith has a good 
of a chance as Cadle and Yates to make the finals; however, his talent level is more on 
par with Yates than Cadle.  Smith is the winner of the Callaway and the Pacelli.  Look for 
this young man at or near the top of the podium. 
 Albrecht, Bennett, and Bollinger round out the projected placers for this weight 
class.  Bennett and Bollinger probably have the best shot at placing and Albrecht is not 
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far from a “lock” to medal.  Bennett placed fourth at the Fayette County Christmas 
Tournament and should place second in Area 6.  Bollinger has placed fifth at the 
Amicolola, and fourth at the Hardaway.  All three of these young men should see the 
podium in Gwinnett.
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The 135-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Mooney, Gilmer (130 – 5th)  vs. 
   Screen, South Effingham (130 – SQ) 
 
Projected Placers: Everton, West Forsyth (Kids State Champion) 
   Gilbert, Lagrange (135 – SQ) 
   Bellflowers, Columbus 
   Baus, Ola 
 
The Dark Horses: Bardenwerper, White (130 –SQ) 
   Austin, Henry County (130 – SQ) 
   Fadem, Blessed Trinity 
   Fayard, Eagles Landing 
 
 
 
The Explanation: 
 
 It was long thought that Yates of West Hall was going to wrestle 135 at the 
traditional tournament, but now all of the report’s sources are saying otherwise.  The 135-
pound weight class contains one of the weaker brackets in AAA this season.  The 
previous comment was in no way a jab at the wrestlers listed, but from a standpoint of the 
overall talent of the thirty-two young men that will compete in this weight class, there 
simply is not visible depth. 
 Mooney and Screen are worthy finalist opponents.  Mooney turned a lot of heads 
with his early season performance at the Parkview Duals.  One person was quoted as 
saying, “Trying to ride Mooney is like trying to ride a buzz saw.”  Mooney has been 
impressive this season with first place finishes at the Hardaway and the Panther.  Throw 
in a third place finish at the Amicolola and a sixth place finish at the Dirty South and you 
have a résumé worthy of a state placer.  Most of Mikey’s action this season has been at 
140; now that he is at 135, Mooney should be even tougher. 
 Screen is in the middle of South Effingham’s run of great middle weight 
wrestlers.  The Mustangs start at 119 and are really tough all the way to 189 with the 
exemption of a couple of weight classes.  As South Effingham makes a run for the team 
title, they have to have Screen come through with a large amount of bonus points.  With a 
third place finish at the Hardaway, a second place finish at Hilton Head, and a sixth place 
finish at the Rebel, Screen is definitely battle tested enough to come through for his team. 
 Everton, a Kid’s State Champion from West Forsyth, has really put himself on the 
map in his first year of high school action.  The most impressive piece of information on 
this young man’s résumé is a first place finish at Amicolola where he beat Bardenwerper 
of White in the finals.  At the beginning of the season I was asked to predict the freshmen 
who had the best shot a placing this February.  Naturally, the lower weights are filled 
with freshmen, but in the mid to upper weight classes I chose Everton and Barnes of 
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Gilmer.  After watching these two young men of the year, I know am sure that they will 
place and both will be multiple-time state champions before they graduate in 4 years. 
 Maybe 2008 will be the year that Gilbert of Lagrange puts it all together.  Gilbert 
is a physical specimen coming out of Lagrange and has the tools to medal in a couple of 
weeks.  Because of the lack of depth in this particular weight class, the Lagrange 135 
pounder has a great opportunity to pick up a lot of bonus points for his Grangers and 
really give them a push up in team standings.  Also coming out of Midwest Georgia is 
Bellflowers of Columbus.  Bellflowers catapulted to the “projected placers” list when he 
beat Screen of South Effingham early in the season.  This 140-pound Blue Devil has done 
nothing to drop him from that status. 
 Baus of Ola could be the first ever placer for the Mustangs in the history of this 
young school.  Baus’s third place finish at the South Metro solidifies his placement at the 
135-pound weight class.  Fayard finished fourth at the same tournament as Baus, so that 
puts him very close to the placement rounds.   
 As for the rest of the dark horses, Austin of Henry County is a very dangerous 
wrestler and with a recent first place finish at the Crossbone, he now should have the 
confidence to make a run for the podium.  The report does not have a lot of data on 
Bardenwerper, but “word of mouth” has put him into definite contention.  Watch out for 
this young man in Gwinnett. 
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140-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Fox, Gilmer (145 – 3rd) vs. 
   Lackey, Cass (140 -5th) 
 
Projected Placers: Tucker, South Effingham (145 – SQ) 
   Orange, West Laurens (130 – SQ) 
   Buzzard, Blessed Trinity (140 – SQ) 
   Matthews, Pickens (135 – SQ) 
 
The Dark Horses: Trammell, Hardaway 
   Paulley, Lagrange 
 
 
 
The Explanation: 
 
 The finals of the 140-pound weight class sets wrestlers from two AAA rivals 
against each other.  As Cass and Gilmer battle for the team traditional title, the winner of 
the Fox versus Lackey match could really give his team the advantage in the final 
standings.  The importance of this match is even more amplified if they meet in the 
semifinals; the bonus points that are gained by pulling through the semifinals are 
extremely important for each team. 
 Michael Fox did an excellent job last year of battling through a very competitive 
145-pound bracket to receive third place.  Fox is a very disciplined wrestler who rarely 
gets into bad situations and will always have great hip control whether he is on the mat or 
in neutral.  Just a great all around young man, Michael is respected by his opponents and 
regardless of the outcome of the match and he will always display the best of 
sportsmanship.  Fox will certainly make an immediate impact as he drops to 140 for this 
year.  His top finishes include:  second at the Panther, second at Hardaway, and second at 
the Amicolola.  However, all of those finishes were at 145 pounds where Fox is 
extremely battle tested.  Among Fox’s most competitive opponents are:  Anthony 
Fretwell, Robbie Collum, Sharp of Morgan County, and Carson Fields.  The “big match” 
experience will certainly bode well for Michael when he faces Lackey in the semifinals 
or finals. 
 Chase Lackey saw the weaknesses in his game and worked to improve them 
during the off-season.  Chase enrolled at Nick Purler’s summer camp and the effects of 
his hard work can be seen in his improved takedown skills.  Chase as not been defeated 
by an AAA wrestler this season; his only Georgia losses are to projected finalists in 
AAAA and AAAAA.  He is the champion of the Brett Warren and Crossbone Classic.  
Lackey will definitely score some huge points for the Colonels as he works his way 
through the bracket. 
 Chad Tucker has had a tough season.  After being injured in early December at 
the Mustang Invitational, Chad took a few weeks off to heal.  Regardless of injury or 
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conditioning issues due to the time off, Tucker still built a nice list of credentials this 
season.  Chad was second at the Mustang Invitational, due to injury default and second at 
the Hilton Head Tournament where he lost in the third overtime against a three-time state 
champion from Chesterfield.  Tucker has the tools to be one of the elite wrestlers of this 
class. 
 Going two and out at the Dirty South didn’t do any favors for Orange’s 
credentials.  However, he won the Raider Invitational and placed third at the Panther.  
Plus, Orange is one of the few Raiders left from the incredible 2007 team that 
embarrassed everyone at State Traditionals last year.  Buzzard of Blessed Trinity has to 
scare the rest of this bracket due to his recent success.  Buzzard placed third at the Titan 
Cup and really has been on a tear lately. 
 There is not much information available about the next three wrestlers.  While it 
is not proven that they can compete with the top five in this weight class, it is still very 
hard to count out Matthews, Nelson, or Paulley.  The rest of the field might contain a 
dark horse that is not in the Roddy Report database.  Basically, that sixth place medal is 
up for grabs. 
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The 145-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: R. Collum, South Effingham (135 – 3rd) vs. 
   Fretwell, Henry County (135 – 4th) 
 
Projected Placers: Gordon, Cass (145 – 5th) 
   Hembree, Troup (140 – SQ) 
   Hardnett, Lagrange 
   Osbourne, Blessed Trinity 
 
The Dark Horses: Nelson, Hardaway (135 – SQ) 
   Gray, Gilmer (140 –SQ) 
   Carr, Columbus 
    
 
 
The Explanation: 
 
 The 145-pound weight class final has the possibility of being a rematch of last 
season’s 135-pound consolation final.  Robbie Collum topped Anthony Fretwell last 
February by the major decision of 12-4.  However, there isn’t anyone in the state of 
Georgia that has put in more work than Fretwell during the off-season.  There is a 
guarantee that Anthony has closed that gap; the question is, has Fretwell surpassed 
Collum this season?  Also, you cannot leave out the wildcard Michael Gordon, who could 
find his way to the finals regardless. 
 All Fretwell has done this season is win.  He was first at Stockbridge, first at the 
Panther, first at the Crossbone, and second at the South Metro.  He has victories over 
Michael Fox, two victories over Michael Gordon, and his sole loss is to an AAAAA 
wrestler.  No one can doubt that Fretwell is almost a lock for the finals; his hip control is 
amazing, his footwork is impeccable, and his mat presence is second to none.   
 Collum has been putting up as impressive of a résumé as anyone in 2008.  Robbie 
was first at the Hardaway, first at the Hilton Head at 152, second at the Rebel 
Invitational, and second at the Mustang at 152.  At State Duals, Collum really turned 
heads with a first period pin against a former AAAA state finalist.  If Collum and 
Fretwell do meet up in the semis or finals, watch out because there will be fireworks.  
The 145-pound match between these two favorites could be the most entertaining of the 
night. 
 What about Michael Gordon?  Well, Fretwell has dismantled him twice this 
season.  At times, Michael can look unstoppable; yet at other times, he can look lost.  It is 
this Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde performance that keeps people guessing about who he really 
is.  Michael was first at the Dirty South dominating his way through an incredibly tough 
field.  A week later, Michael tore through the consolation bracket at Wadsworth, Ohio to 
get third place in one of the toughest weight classes of the tournament.  But then there are 
weekends like the Tiger Classic and the Crossbone, where Michael looks confused and 
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can’t get anything going.  Coaches have been saying that if Gordon will just take that 
next step, he’ll be unstoppable at any classification.  If he takes that step before state, 
look out 145. 
 Pulling up the rest of the placers should be Hembree of Troup, Osbourne of 
Blessed Trinity, and Hardnett of Lagrange.  However, the talent gap between these three 
and Canter of Ola and Gray of Gilmer is not that large.  The race to place at this weight 
class is wide open. 
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The 152-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Moss, Troup (152 – 2nd)  vs. 

Bryant, Lagrange (152 – 4th) 
 
Projected Placers: Morris, West Hall (145 – SQ) 
   Young, Carrollton (152 – SQ) 
   Barnes, Gilmer (Kids State Champion) 

Dothard, Cass (160 – SQ) 
    
The Dark Horses: Wojik, Sandy Creek (160 – 6th) 

Nelson, South Effingham (160 – SQ) 
   Carr, Columbus (152 – SQ) 

Willis, Harris County 
Brown, Henry County 
Brackett, Benedictine 

 
 
 
The Explanation: 
 

Much like the 103-pound weight class, the top wrestlers in this weight class 
predominately come from one area.  Rashad Moss and Clayton Bryant are both from 
Area 2 and their area finals match could be a preview of what we will get to see in the 
state finals in Gwinnett.  The good news is that due to the way we seed wrestlers from the 
same area, the only way that these two young men will see each other is in the finals.  
However, this bracket could be the deepest in AAA this year.  In reality, there are four 
young men that have a legitimate shot of making the finals.  At the same time, there are 
ten good wrestlers that could get to the podium; the seeding of the bracket will be what 
truly sets up the medalists in this weight class. 
 There was talk that Trevione Hudson of Hardaway, who wrestled 152 at State 
Duals, would stay at this weight and be the favorite.  The Roddy Report sources have 
investigated and have reason to believe that Hudson will go back to 160 where he has 
wrestled all season.  The fact that he would have to make weight on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday may have scared Trevione.  However, if he decides to cut to 152, 
Hudson will jump Moss and Bryant (both of whom he has victories over) and become the 
favorite to win it all. 
 Moss is a returning finalist at 152 where he lost to Tim Vlcek by fall last 
February.  Moss has done nothing to make you think he will not be back in the finals 
again.  Rashad won the Hardaway and Callaway Tournaments and at every dual Troup 
expects points coming from the 152-pound weight class. 
 Bryant burst on the scene last year with a fourth place finish at 152.  He beat the 
favored Stevie Timm of Cass in the consolation semifinals to secure that spot.  Bryant 
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lost to Moss in the finals of the Callaway, yet still boasts an impressive record with many 
quality wins. 
 An interesting addition to this weight class is Morris of West Hall.  During the 
preseason he was predicted to go 160; however the new weight management plan has 
allowed him to go even lower.  Among Morris’s most impressive credentials is a three-
point victory over the 171-pound favorite David Snider.   
 If there were ever a true “wild card” in any of the brackets, it would be Hunter 
Barnes this season.  The freshman, who won Kids State last summer, has recorded many 
impressive wins this year.  Hunter is simply a pinning machine.  His long frame gives 
him the opportunity to hit moves that others would not be able to do.  Regardless of his 
finish this February, great things are in store for this future superstar.  He will be a 
multiple-time state champion before he graduates. 
 Young of Carrollton (the winner of the Burnt Mountain Classic) and Hunter 
Dothard (third at the Tiger Classic, third at Wadsworth Ohio, first at Brett Warren) round 
up the rest of the projected placers in this bracket.  Young and Dothard have only 
wrestled once this season, with Young coming up big.  The Carrollton 152 put Hunter on 
his back twice in route to a major decision.  Since it is likely the Young and Dothard will 
go first and second seeds in Area 6, it will be interesting to see what happens in their next 
match-up. 
 Wojik, Nelson, Carr, and Willis round up this extremely tough weight class.  A 
few examples to illustrate the true depth to this class include to following: Wojik is a 
returning state placer (6th at 160) and he may not be able to find the podium this season, 
Nelson of South Effingham was the Hilton Head champion and he may not medal, and 
Carr of Columbus was third at the Hardaway and he will have difficulty in the 
consolation bracket.  This will definitely be one of the toughest weights in AAA. 
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The 160-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Gregory, Benedictine (160 – 3rd) vs. 
   Hudson, Hardaway (152 – 3rd) 
 
Projected Placers: Timm, Cass (152 – 5th) 
   Walden, Stephens (152 – 6th) 

Holmes, Sandy Creek (152 – SQ) 
Brunner, Pickens  

 
The Dark Horses: Moates, Ola (152 – SQ) 

Hensley, Gilmer (152 – SQ) 
   C. Collum, South Effingham (Kids State Champion) 
   Gardner, Columbus 
   Limbaugh, White 
 
 
The Explanation: 
 
 The 160-pound weight class is another potential “free-for-all” when it comes to 
placement.  While the top two are extremely tough, there are a few young men that may 
give them a challenge on their way to the finals.  In this weight class, as much as any 
other, the dark horses really have a great shot at the podium because the talent just 
doesn’t seem to drop off in this group.  Thirty-two young men will enter this bracket and 
only a handful of them could be considered long-shots for the medal rounds. 
 In the report’s opinion, the discussion in this bracket has to start with Gregory of 
Benedictine.  The Cadets’ hopes of reaching the top ten in the team standings depend on 
Ryan picking up many bonus points throughout the tournament.  Wright will score a 
bunch at 103, Summerlin is the favorite to win it all at 119, and Scott is a projected placer 
at 285.  With that kind of supporting cast, you know Ryan is up to the challenge.  After 
placing third at 160 last year, he absolutely went on a tear this season.   He was first at the 
Rebel, first at the Mustang, and second at Valdosta (losing to the projected AAAAA state 
champion Banks of Union Grove).  Gregory is a narrow favorite at 160 this February. 
 If Hudson decides to wrestle 160 for the State Traditional, he is the odds on 
favorite to face Gregory at some point in the bracket.  It would be a shame to see a 
Gregory versus Hudson quarterfinal, but if that scenario is avoided, you should see the 
two matched up in the semis or finals.  Hudson is one of the few in this bracket that can 
match Gregory’s athleticism.  Trevione was arguably the second best wrestler in the state 
last season at 152.  However, he was beaten by Vlcek of Henry County in the semis by a 
score of 10-6 (Vlcek went on to pin Moss in the finals).  Hudson dominated his 
consolation semifinal and finals match by pinning Walden of Stephens and Bryant of 
Lagrange.  Hudson is also 2-0 against the very tough Bryant this season and also has a 
recorded win against Moss of Troup.  To add to the resume, Trevione won the Hardaway 
and went undefeated at State Duals at 152.  So why is Gregory the narrow favorite?  At 
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State Duals, as previously mentioned, Hudson did wrestle 152.  Therefore, one could 
argue that the ability to cut to 152 makes him a “light” 160 pounder.  Gregory on the 
other hand, wrestled 171 until his weight loss plan allowed him to drop making him a 
“heavy” 160 pounder.  Both young men are equally talented and their match-up would 
make for quite a treat for fans and spectators in a couple of weeks. 
 The pick for bracket buster would be Stevie Timm of Cass.  If Hudson does go 
152, Timm would be the new projected finalist.  Timm lost to Hudson last year at 
Traditional, and even though he is improved and has had an amazing season, due to 
criteria, the Dirty South Champion must be seeded behind Hudson.  No one knows if 
Timm has an answer for Hudson or Gregory, but this young man has been in a groove 
since mid-December and just might pull off an upset or two at State. 
 Walden of Stephens is a projected placer by criteria alone.  The report does not 
have much information about his season, but he is a returning placer and deserves to be 
near the top of discussion in 2008.  Holmes of Sandy Creek may just “break out” this 
year.  This extremely athletic young man, who placed sixth at the South Metro, is battle 
tested enough to make a serious run in Gwinnett. 
 Brunner is a wild card in this bracket.  He is a tough kid who has really made a 
name for himself in north east Georgia.  He was first at the Burnt Mountain and second at 
the Titan Classic.  However, is Brunner battle tested enough to push through a 32-man 
bracket?  Most of the matches that are recorded in the report’s database have Brunner 
winning by pin.  Dustin may not be on the level of Hudson or Gregory, but to think that 
third place is out of the question is insane. 
 The 160-pound weight class rounds off with an impressive number of dark horses.  
Before the Ola fans get too riled up, it is a fact that Moates has a recorded pin against 
Timm.  However, that was after two weeks off for Stevie and a week of only two 
practices for him.  Not to make excuses or downplay a wonderful match by Moates, but 
after the loss, Timm went on to win the Dirty South, place third in the Wadsworth, Ohio 
Grizzly Invitational, win the Crossbone, not surrender a point at State Duals (besides 
escapes from “cutting”), and go undefeated in all matches in 2008.  It is for these reasons 
that Timm is considered a projected placer and Moates isn’t. However, Moates is very 
talented and if he were to medal it should not be considered a surprise.  He is definitely 
an “on the bubble” wrestler this February. 
 Cameron Collum has the talent to be a state placer as a freshman.  Collum just 
may be too small at 160 to make a serious run this season.  Projections from sources have 
the South Effingham Mustangs going with Tucker at 140, Robbie Collum at 145, and 
Nelson at 152.  Cameron, whose minimum wrestling weight was 140, had to really push 
his weight up at State Duals to weigh-in at 152 so that he might wrestle 160.  Cameron 
would have a great chance of placing at 145 or 152, but due to the size difference, 
Collum has a tough road to travel to be a placer at 160. 
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The 171-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Snider, Gilmer (160 – 2nd) vs. 
   Salvatore, Cass (171 – 5th) 
 
Projected Placers: Diaczenko – Harris County (171 – SQ) 
   Russell, Eagles Landing (171 – SQ) 
   Gyang, Henry County 
   Wood, Hardaway 
 
The Dark Horses: Buehler, Columbus (160 – SQ) 
   Dixon, Lagrange 
   McClure, Lumpkin 
   York, Kendrick 
 
 
The Explanation: 
 
 David Snider has been on the top of everyone’s list all season.  He placed fifth at 
152 in 2006 and second last year at 160.  Hmm, fifth at 152, second at 160, do you see a 
pattern here?  David lost in the state finals last year to Tyler Faulkner of Henry County 
who was the favorite to win that weight class.  While most people expected a lopsided 
outcome for Faulkner, David wrestled one of his best matches of 2007 and lost a high 
scoring “barn burner” with a 19-16 decision.  This season, Snider could very well be a 
lock to win it all, and with a resume that includes a first place finish at Hardaway and a 
first place finish at the Panther, who could argue?  David’s sole loss of the season came 
on his first day in action, and Morris of West Hall was the wrestler to beat him.  Morris 
narrowly defeated the defending state placer by a minor decision.  Since then, Snider has 
been on a roll defeating all in his path.  The 2008 season could be the year that this senior 
makes it to the top of the podium; he is definitely deserving. 
 There are two men that could really give Snider a run for his money, and they are 
Joe Salvatore of Cass and Diaczenko of Harris County.  Salvatore gets the nod over 
Diaczenko for the projected finalist slot because of an impressive run of finishes:  fifth at 
the Tiger, second at the Dirty South, and third at the Crossbone.  However, a recent loss 
to Gyang has raised some doubt.  Salvatore did end up beating Gyang the following 
weekend, but nonetheless, a shadow of doubt has been cast.  Salvatore has the ability to 
go far, even to the finals.  Joe must “show up” for each match if he wants to reach this 
goal.  Diaczenko almost jumped Salvatore due to criteria.  Salvatore was beat by Gyang, 
and Gyang lost in the finals of the Crossbone to Corey Wright of Rome.  Wright was 
beaten in the semis of the Titan Classic by Campbell Wilson of Lovett, and Wilson was 
defeated by, you guessed it, Diaczenko in the finals.  I understand it is like “Six Degrees 
of Kevin Bacon,” and if the transitive property worked in wrestling, I’d buy Diaczenko, 
but Salvatore will remain a slight favorite for now. 
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 Gyang has come a long way this season.  In December, he was a practical 
unknown; but here comes February, and now Benson is in the talk of possible placers.  I 
guess that’s what three months of being “Hustell Trained” can do for you.   Benson did 
place second at the Crossbone and will continue with that momentum into Gwinnett. 
 Wood of Hardaway and Russell of Eagles Landing will round out the projected 
placers classification; Wood won the Columbus championship with a victory over 
Buehler of Columbus and Russell has been very successful this season.   
 There is not much info out about the Dark Horses selected here.  Dixon of 
Lagrange, McClure of Lumpkin, and York of Kendrick have all placed in tournaments 
this season.  Also, there are a few tough 171-pounders coming out of Area 5 that could 
really shake up this bracket. 
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The 189-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Burks, Hardaway (189 – 1st)  vs. 
   Morse, South Effingham (189 – 3rd) 
 
Projected Placers: McMahan, Pickens (189 – SQ) 
   Carmen, Ola (189 – SQ) 
   Campbell, Hephzibah 
   Flemming, Columbus 
 
The Dark Horses: Roberts, Lumpkin 
   Jackson, Gilmer 
   Foster, Cass 
 
 
The Explanation: 
 
 Burks of Hardaway is the returning state champion at 189.  Last season, he beat 
Morse of South Effingham, 5-4, in a very close semifinals match.  In the finals, Burks 
went on to pin Greg Magee of Cass to win his first state title.  In 2008, it will be harder 
for Nick to push through this bracket and repeat as state champion.  Nick Burks has 
already been defeated by Morse in the finals of the Hardaway tournament, but if you 
listen to the Hawks’ fans, they will tell you that Burks is just getting into rhythm.  When 
he and Morse match up, it should be one heck of a match. 
 Morse may be the best wrestler you have never heard of.  So often, we “North 
Georgians” ignore all of the great wrestling that goes on in the south.  Morse has 
dominated in all of the tournaments that he has entered and if it was a possibility, he 
could be the “Outstanding Wrestler” for AAA this season.  Adam was first at the Hilton 
Head, first at Hardaway, and has been wrestling well all season long.  Due to the “top 
heavy” theme of this weight class, only Burks stands in the way of a state title this 
season.   
 McMahan of Pickens leads the projected placers this season.  Lee was the winner 
of the Burnt Mountain and Titan Classic tournaments and has been a problem for all of 
the opponents he’s faced.  McMahan is probably the third best wrestler in this bracket 
and could make the finals if Burks and Morse are seeded on the same side of the bracket.   
 Carmen of Ola could be the Mustang’s first ever placer if he continues to wrestle 
the way he has throughout the season.  Carmen was fourth at the South Metro and sixth at 
the Tiger Classic.  Due to the depth of these two tournaments, both can be perceived as a 
good measuring stick for the AAA Tradtional Tournament.  Carmen may face and easier 
bracket at state then the one he saw in the Tiger or South Metro.  
 Campbell and Flemming may not be names that you are used to reading about.  
However, Campbell was the champion of the Mustang Invitational and made the finals of 
the Toombs tournament as well.  Flemming’s claim to the projected placer spot comes 
from a good finish at the Hardaway and a one point loss to Burks at the Columbus 
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Championships.  Flemming is not as far behind Burks and Morse as previously thought.  
Both of these young men will make some noise at state. 
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The 215-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Boler, Apalachee (215 – 1st, Maryland) vs. 
   Pennington, Flowery Branch (215- SQ) 
 
Projected Placers: Joel, Westminster (189 – 6th) 
   Steen, Jordan (215 – SQ) 
   Liggins, Hephzibah 
   Mays, Cass 
 
The Dark Horses: Gilbert, Cartersville (215 – 6th) 
   Feltman, Ola 

Burnett, Pickens 
   Davis, Spencer 
 
 
    
The Explanation: 
 
 The state of Maryland gave us a gift over the summer when she sent us her son 
Josh Boler.  Josh is the defending 215-pound Maryland state champion.  Everyone 
thought that his Maryland style would equal another undefeated season for Boler, but 
Georgia wrestling didn’t immediately give in to this newcomer.  Days after being 
released from football, Josh lost in the finals of the Panther to a young man named 
Hester.  “Wait, what’s that Mr. Moore?  Josh had no wrestling conditioning to speak of?  
The Hester kid was from North Myrtle Beach High School in South Carolina?  Josh 
hasn’t lost to anyone, regardless of classification since the first day of the season?  
Yikes!”  Ladies and Gentlemen, this kid is for real.  He is as good as advertised and as 
talented as he is humble.  He is a classy young man that everyone will be willing to root 
for and is the hands-down favorite at this weight class. 
 There are a few young men who will challenge Boler.  Pennington of Flowery 
Branch has posted a great record this season and has capped it off with a fourth place 
finish at the North Metro; this was the same tournament that Boler won, but still an 
impressive finish in a tough tournament.  The next contender is Joel of Westminster.  The 
Wildcat’s 215-pounder placed sixth in the state at 189 last season.  This year should be 
just as kind to Joel because he will be more than capable of moving his way through this 
bracket with his experience and athleticism.  If Boler and Pennington are seeded on the 
same side of the bracket, Joel is immediately a projected finalist.  However, if Pennington 
and Joel meet in the quarters or semis, then the outcome of the match will be too close to 
predict.  Boler is the favorite by a good amount; due to the evenly matched talent of Joel 
and Pennington, their head-to-head match is a toss-up at this point. 
 Liggins of Hephzibah is another “under the radar” candidate; he is the champion 
of the Mustangs and a placer Groves.  While not much else is known about this young 
man, we do know that he is capable of winning.  His victory over Washington of Battery 
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Creek, South Carolina solidifies that possibility.  He certainly deserves his “projected 
placer” ranking. 
 The only other projected placer that the Report has a lot of faith in would be Mays 
of Cass.  T.J. is probably the best “junk” wrestler in AAA.  His matches are not the most 
exciting to watch, but the kid just continues to win.  T.J. has lost to only one Georgia 215 
pounder this season, and that was in overtime to Beal of Hiram at the Crossbone.  Beal is 
ranked number seven by Bob Berg in his AAAAA report, so that bodes well for Mays’s 
chances to place in AAA.  The sixth place medal is really up for grabs for the rest of this 
bracket.  I include Steen of Jordan in the final projected placers spot because he is a 
returning qualifier at 215 and he has compiled a 28-3 record at the time of this report 
being written.  The truth is that Feltman and Burnett are probably the biggest threats to 
sneak into the medal rounds, but when it’s all said and done, the way the brackets are 
drawn will probably decide who places. 
 Finally, the report means no disrespect to Gilbert of Cartersville for not including 
him in the projected placers column, even if he is a returning placer at weight.  My 
reasoning is that Cartersville has not entered the tournaments that we’ve been watching.  
When I personally saw Gilbert myself at the Bartow County Championships and Area 
Duals, he did not seem to be in his 2007 form.  I hope Mr. Gilbert proves me wrong.  
Truthfully, he stands as good of a chance as anyone to make the podium in this weight 
class this season.
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The 285-Pound Weight Class: 
 
 
 
Projected Finalists: Pickett, Shaw (285 – 3rd)  vs. 
   Howard, Blessed Trinity (285 – SQ)    
 
Projected Placers: Scott, Benedictine 
   Huggins, South Effingham 
   Perry, West Laurens 
   Magnusson, West Forsyth 
    
The Dark Horses: Bramlett, Gilmer 

Truman, Elbert 
   Dickerson, Carrollton 
   Gilbert, Lagrange 
 
 
The Explanation: 
 
 The Roddy Report knows very little about the 285-pound weight class as a whole.  
As always, the heavy weights are tough to predict (just ask Mr. Berg), and this year’s 
bracket is even harder to predict than last February’s.  In 2007, the 285-pound weight 
class was arguably the toughest in the state.  The 2006 state finalist Shane McCord of 
Hart County didn’t even place; Jon Parker, a 2006 AAAA state placer, couldn’t manage 
his way through the bracket.  Ultimately, Bo Wren proved to be the best and most AAA 
followers were left in awe, thinking about just how tough this bracket was.  This year, 
everyone is gone:  Wren, Gilbert, Johnson, Medlin, Nesmith, McCord, Coker, Hill, and 
Handee.  All of these young men have moved on, leaving this weight class wide open. 
 Juan Pickett is the favorite to win it all.  I personally haven’t seen him wrestle 
since last February, but he did finish third in that tough 285 weight class and is the only 
retuning placer from last year.  Joseph Gilbert of Cartersville, who finished second to 
Wren, was the only wrestler to beat Pickett in Gwinnett last February.  Pickett was 
second at the Hardaway this season and has wrestled well enough to maintain the 
“favorite” status throughout the season. 
 Harris Howard of Blessed Trinity went deep into the consolation rounds at state 
last season.  As a matter of fact, Howard was only one match away from placing.  When 
he lost to Taylor Medlin of South Effingham in the consolation quarters, Harris’s dreams 
of medaling were over, that dream will become reality this February.  Harris was second 
at the Titan Classic this season, and if he can avoid Pickett until the end, Howard has a 
great shot to make the finals in Gwinnett. 
 The rest of these young men are truly too close to call.  Scott of Benedictine 
pinned Huggins of South Effingham in the finals of the Mustang Invitational.  Perry of 
West Laurens placed fifth at the Dirty South ahead of Bramlett of Gilmer who was put 
out in the third round of the consolations.  Magnusson is a young heavy weight but 
looked very impressive at State Duals.  Dickerson of Carrollton could ruin someone’s 
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day.  Basically, all of these young men are so close in talent that I can’t make an accurate 
prediction.  I did the best that I could.  As always, there could be an absolute animal from 
some unknown school that comes to Gwinnett and wrecks everyone’s dreams.  Anything 
is possible in the 285-pound weightclass this season.
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Team Title: 
 
1. Cass (4 projected finalists, 9–12 placers) 
2. Gilmer (3 projected finalists, 10-12 placers) 
3. South Effingham (3 projected finalists, 7-8 placers)    
4. Henry County (3 projected finalists, 5-7 placers) 
5. Hardaway (2 projected finalists, 4-6 placers)  
6. Benedictine (3 projected finalists, 3-4 placers) 
7. Blessed Trinity (2 projected finalists, 3-4 placers) 
8. Apalachee (2 projected finalists, 3 placers) 
9. Lagrange (1 projected finalist, 3-4 placers)  
10. Columbus (1 projected finalist, 3-4 placers) 
  
 
 Cass has proven that it is built for the traditional style tournament.  As a team, 
they were second at the Dirt South, fourth at the Wadsworth, Ohio, fourth at the Tiger 
Classic, and first at the Crossbone.  Gilmer has an excellent chance of jumping them due 
to just how competitive they are at each weight class.  The Bobcats were the champion of 
the Panther and the Hardaway.  Ultimately, whichever team gets the better draws will 
probably win the tournament.  South Effingham will have a great tournament and 
definitely has a great shot at getting third; I just don’t see them jumping the top two.  
Fourth through tenth place is up for grabs and all of these teams have a great shot at 
making a showing in the final standings. 
 
I hope you enjoyed this walk through the 2008 Roddy Report.  Good luck wrestlers.  God 
Bless. 
 
 
-  Christopher M. Bruton 


